[Influenza in Poland in 2004].
A total number of 336,919 cases of influenza and influenza-like illness registered in Poland in 2004 (incidence 882.4 per 100 000 population). Regionally the incidence ranged from 226.2 per 100 000 population in Podlaskie to 2,122.3 in Mazowieckie. Children and adolescents under 15 years of age accounted for 30.5% of all cases (age specific incidence 1,588.2 per 100,000). In this age group the incidence varied regionally from 388,7 in Slaskie to 3,718.2 in Mazowieckie. 1,038 patients (0.31% of all cases) required hospital admission. There were 27 deaths due to influenza, in 85.2% these were persons over 70 years of age. In the epidemic season 2003/2004 six strains of influenza A/H3N2 virus were isolated in Poland. Antigenic analysis performed by the National Influenza Center showed that they were similar to strains A/Panama/2007/99 and A/Korea/770/02. Besides, in other 8 cases influenza A infection was confirmed by direct immunofluorescence test.